
COSTA RICA:  SERVICE LEARNING TRIP 

 
Teacher Guides: 

- Tamara Hosford Keough - Grade 6 Science Teacher at High Rock for 10 years 
            tamara_keough@needham.k12.ma.us  

- Kelly Robinson - Grade 7 & 8 Engineering Teacher at Pollard Middle School for 13 years 
            kelly_robinson@needham.k12.ma.us 
 
What is it? 
Year Long Service Learning Project Includes: 

- Investigation -   Preparation & Planning 
- Action through Direct Service -   Reflection -   Demonstration 

 
This is a full year commitment from students.  Teacher guides will meet monthly with students to 
help prepare them for their travels abroad.  Because this is a service learning project, during these 
meetings we will not only work on team building amongst the group but we will also spend time 
learning about and discussing the culture and sea turtle conservation and practice introductory 
language skills.  After the trip, students will be asked to spend some time in the summer using 
their reflections to create a presentation for the start of the school year.  This will also fulfill the 
Pollard service learning requirement. 
 
What is included in the trip? 

- Homestays and dinners with families in the communities 
- Participate in a community reforestation project 
- Work with biologists to help endangered sea turtles at nesting sites 
- Zipline, rafting, and beach swimming experiences 
- Experience and learn about the rich Afro-Caribbean cultural heritage of the area 
- Visit indigenous BriBri community and Costa Rican elementary school 

 
Who is it for? 
This program is open to students who are currently in grades 6-8.  If you are someone who is 
excited about travel and growing as an individual, interested in learning about other cultures, 
peoples, and languages and enjoy spending time helping others, you will love this trip!  Spanish is 
the language of Costa Rica, but knowing Spanish is NOT a requirement for this trip: we can help 
you.  However, being open to learning some Spanish and increasing your skills will only help you 
to enjoy the experience even more! 
 
When is it?  What does it cost? 
Meetings will begin in early December 2019 and meet monthly through June 2020.  We will travel 
to Costa Rica June 25th - July 3rd 2020.  The cost of the trip is ~ $2015 for land adventures and 
air travel is ~ $607.  Register by November 1st! ($200 non-refundable registration fee)  There 
will be an opportunity for group fundraising. 


